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United States Mint Unveils Designs for Christa 
McAuliffe Commemorative Coin Program 


December 18, 2020 


WASHINGTON- United States Mint (Mint) Director David J. Ryder 
participated in a virtual design unveiling today for the 2021 Christa 
McAuliffe Silver Dollar. McAuliffe, a high school social studies 
teacher, was the first participant in the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration's Teacher in Space program. She and six 
astronauts tragically lost their lives in the Space Shuttle Challenger 
flight on January 28, 1986. 


The designs will be featured on a silver coin authorized by Public Law 
116-65. Ina pre-recorded video, Director Ryder said: “This silver dollar will celebrate the life and 
legacy of a true pioneer, a passionate educator, and an inspiration to millions. We hope this coin 
will honor Christa McAuliffe’s memory, and we are proud to assist in the continued legacy of her 
mission to inspire young people to become science and technology leaders.” 


Other participants in the prerecorded program broadcast on FIRSTtv included Judge Steven J. 
McAuliffe, New Hampshire Governor Chris Sununu, United States Senator Jeanne Shaheen (D- 
NH), United States Senator Mike Enzi (R-WY), U.S. Representative Fred Upton (R-MI), and Dean 
Kamen, Founder of the For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology (FIRST) 
organization. FIRST is a not-for-profit science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) 
engagement program for kids worldwide. 


The obverse (heads) design depicts a portrait of McAuliffe with a hopeful gaze and the inscriptions 
“CHRISTA McAULIFFE,” “2021,” “LIBERTY,” and “IN GOD WE TRUST.” United States Mint Artistic 
Infusion Program (AIP) Designer Laurie J. Musser created the design, which was sculpted by United 
States Mint Medallic Artist Phebe Hemphill. 


The reverse (tails) design depicts McAuliffe as a teacher, smiling as she points forward and upward, 
symbolizing the future. Three high school-age students look on with wonder. The seven stars pay 
tribute to those who perished in the Challenger tragedy. Around the border are the inscriptions “I 
TOUCH THE FUTURE. I TEACH..,” “E PLURIBUS UNUM,” “ONE DOLLAR,” and “UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA.” The FIRST organization logo is included in the design. The reverse design was created 
by AIP Designer Emily Damstra and sculpted by Chief Engraver Joseph Menna. 


Images of the designs are available at https://www.usmint.gov/news/image-library/ 
commemoratives. 


The Mint will publish the on-sale date for the Christa McAuliffe Silver Dollar on its Product 
Schedule here. When available, the Mint will accept orders at catalog.usmint.gov/. 


About the United States Mint 

Congress created the United States Mint in 1792, and the Mint became part of the Department of 
the Treasury in 1873. As the Nation's sole manufacturer of legal tender coinage, the Mint is 
responsible for producing circulating coinage for the Nation to conduct its trade and commerce. 
The Mint also produces numismatic products, including proof, uncirculated, and commemorative 
coins; Congressional Gold Medals; silver and bronze medals; and silver and gold bullion coins. Its 
numismatic programs are self-sustaining and operate at no cost to taxpayers. 


ADDITIONAL RESOURCES: 


- Visit https://www.usmint.gov/coins/coin-medal-programs/commemorative-coins/christa- 
mcauliffe for additional information about the Christa McAuliffe Silver Dollar. 


- Visit https://www.usmint.gov/about for information about the United States Mint. 
- Sign up for RSS Feeds from the United States Mint and follow us on Facebook, Twitter, 
Instagram, and Pinterest. 
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Contact 
Press Inquiries: Office of Corporate Communications (202) 354-7222 
Customer Service Information: (800) USA MINT (872-6468) 


Latest Press Releases 


March 20, 2023 - 2023 American Women Quarters Rolls and Bags™ — Edith Kanaka‘ole On Sale March 27 


March 20, 2023 - United States Mint Begins Shipping 2023 American Women Quarters™ Program Coins 
Honoring Edith Kanaka‘ole on March 27 


March 16, 2023 - 2023 American Women Quarters Proof Set™ Goes on Sale March 21 


February 27, 2023 - United States Mint Releases U.S. Army 2.5 Ounce Silver Medal March 6 


February 24, 2023 - United States Mint 2023 American Eagle (W) Silver Proof Coin Available on March 2 


View or search all Press Releases 


1-800- 
USA- 
MINT 


SIGN UP FOR EMAIL UPDATES AND TEXT MESSAGE ALERTS ABOUT PRODUCTS 


EMAIL SIGNUP Subscribe 
SMS SIGNUP Sign Up 
LEARN 
NEWS 
ABOUT 


RESOURCES 


VIEW ALL 


Privacy 
Policy 
Terms of 

Use 

Accessibility 
Plug-Ins 
Site Map 


© United 


States 


